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2. B arly btatehood - Grazmg.and Agflcuiturt

Alter las Bolsas was purchased by Stearns,. grazmg of c:.at;tle aad
oheep _oont_l_rlued. In 1865 after a two year drought Stearn.s exper— o .
:i.enced serious financial problems. With the a:.d of mone’cary backmg
: -from San Fraacmco, the Stearns Rancho Company was formed for the |

.' purpose of Subdlwdmg and Selllng off the 200 5quare mlles held by .
.'Stearns. ‘I‘he Rancho Company outhved Stearns who dled in 1871 The:
' .last s.ale of the Rancho Company was the Huntmgton Beach Mesa to
N Coloool Bob Northam, who was_als_o the last _rnanag_er_of .t_he_ c_ompany.:.
' _ﬁoffham used the house to condu.ct the P,ancho_ Coﬁloany's businéos_ -
“and latef his own, In 1901 Northam in turn sold most of hlS holdmgs
_:to a land .:yndlcate headed by P. A, Stanton, who lald out the tQWns1te :_

‘then called Pacific Beach,

It is thought that the present house of Colon_el_ No:;_‘tham_ might refilect a E
local era of ranching and farming of a large tract by a single land

_'_owner at the turn of the century.

._Evaluation of Northam House: The structures and grounds were io-
spected and the followmg evaluation was made; 'I‘ho lands.capmg and -
grounds do not date to 1900, The structure itself was omg_mally of a

_. 1ather_modes_t, if not standard, .-d_esign._ _E_xt_:e_nsive.inter_ior..moditfi.—; '

cations and alterations have removed the structure from the condition
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.f()f_' its original historic pgripd. -Loca‘gi.o_n and _n'laintena..nce (I).f_.the S
'-_.l:)ﬁ_ilding. ax_u__c.:l grounds rrllak.e__it_. ae.s_th.eticallly.'pleés_ing; _bu£ it Id.o_es not 3
| 1n_o.w,_ ho_r‘_ did if ever, .re.p_l.‘és.ent an.y.-unique, iﬁteréétir_gg_ or .i_r.m_._ovative_:
| architec.tura_l stru_éture. "l_‘_hg house is_.n..o_t an hist(_).ric_all_:y Signifigant

site worthy of preservation,

: 3. Circa 19_@0 Agricultural Period
".._’I‘_he next p_has_e_ in the local histo_ry__ of Hu.ntir.lgton Beach ié .Q_ne_. ofsrﬁ_all_ .
fér:ﬁing_éctivi_ty__ s._pecializing.. in vegéfable rais_ing._.' .T.his phasé _loéally
' :i_.s :somew_hat in i}ar_iénce with ihe g.e.nc.eral .(;o_t_llntywide; c..:o.nteirﬁp_céran.eou.s
orchard .t_yp_e of ag_ricultu_r_e; tﬁis perioq is one of the more obvioué a:r_1:d__ -
| Sesf .reme_fnbered_.phases. A c_eytain_a_mo_ﬁﬁt of agrict_xl_tu_r@ 1s stﬂl .' '.
.__.p%-ac’_nic_e_d to_da_y,. éhd_vést bean fields o;; the._ flood piain_s of the S_.an%ca An__a_ -
o _:'-Rivéf_ére rez‘gerﬁbered by _m_osi_: c_iti_ze_né._ Dur_ing_ijhe eafiy 1900's th1s %
ac{ivity.represented the pri_nc_ipal industry Qf the area, _With_the -Hunting-__:_ _ '
'. .:_t(._)n _Iéea_ch—Fountain Va_lléy farms producing mil).iqns b‘f_ _péupds_@i‘ _ta_bie o
.v_égetabl_(_es f__or tﬁ_e cities _o_f San Diego and San _Fran_c_:is._co. The mést_ "
- iz;n_por_tant ﬁropert_y which reflects this era is still p_.r_esent in._"the City .z.at_

‘the Newland Ranch and House.

' 'Evaluation of _the Newland House: Mu_ch of the original __fee_ling of the
"property_ is maintained today. Paintings and landscaping largely date '

“to the turn of the century. The structure itself also reméi_ns_ much the
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Flgure 4: This is an aerial view of the Newland Estate (note the
‘abundant surrc)undlng open areas a.dd to the rural
atmosphere).
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